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ITALIAN SKETCHES— BY HARDESTY G. MARATTA. 



T 



O lovers of the picturesque and the 
beautiful in nature, no locality in 
Southern Europe offers more inviting 
field for study and enjoyment than the 
charming Bay of Naples and its rugged 
shores, dotted with quaint villas, each 
rich in historic interest and romantic lore. 
Here it is that the turquoise blue of Ital- 
ian skies is seen in its greatest glory and 
the soft Italian sun shines with most bril- 
liant splendor on the rocky promontories 
and the green expanse of the Bay. Na- 
ples, the queen city of Italy, stands upon 
its shores, almost under the shadow of 
Vesuvius, and each year it is the Mecca 
toward which artists and writers from all 
parts of the world turn their steps. 

But Naples, quaint and picturesque as 
it is, does not command all the interest of 
this delightful locality. Its environs, Baia, 
Barcoli, Torre del Greco, Pozzuoli and 
the Island of Capri, are themselves treas- 
ure mines of the artistic and romantic. 
Capri, visible from the quays of Naples, is 
the most inviting of all. Historic interest 
centers in this verdure-clad rock rising above the bay, for here 
the Emperor Tiberius found a retreat from the torments of roy- 
alty and the world, and here he built twelve villas which exist 
today, proving how well man may combine the strength of a 
fortress with the luxuries of a palace. 

From these interesting haunts of artists and men of letters Mr. Maratta 
has recently returned. Mr. Maratta has long been known among the fore- 
most of Chicago artists and his pictures have always commanded attention. 
His visits abroad have been frequent and he has always found the best that 
the interesting places of the Old World afford. As a pupil of the Chicago 
Art Institute and an officer of the Chicago Art Association and Cosmo- 
politan Art Club, he is closely identified with the advancement of Western 
artists. Although best known as a water colorist, his work in oil and his 
illustrations are of a high order. The mural decorations of the Peoria 
Public Library bear another testimonial to the versatility of his talents. 
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